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Only Fools Fall in Love – The Fool on the Hill
We celebrate a number of significant days in our church life where we are reminded of
the hopes we have in Christ. Holy Days of Christmas and soon our Easter celebrations,
are declarations that sustain and clarify our “reason to believe.” As we journey into the
month of April showers awaiting the spring of May flowers, I wonder if we underestimate
the invitation of a great holy day, April 1st which might be called “All fools Day.” Our
journey is truly a double-coined treasure. One side of the currency reads “All Saints Day”
the other side “All Fools Day” and in the bottom of the coinage is a bold declaration “In
God we trust”!
The journey of Christ’s Passion Week begins with a ride on a donkey and seems to culminate with His
death as the Fool on the hill of Calvary. But the Fool’s journey confronts still the great foolishness of all,
death. The tears of April sorrows are transformed into the rich bloom of love and life forever.
The love story of the Passion account is the narrative told by a loving fool!
St. Paul declares the foolishness of one who trust in the bold print shared by the “challenge coin” offered
by God: “God so loved the world that He sent His only Son” (JN: 1ff). For those who are willing to embrace
the passionate truth of John’s affirmation, they too, in the eyes of St. Paul have become fools for Christ’s
sake!
In a world filled with the wise, the knowledgeable, we are lead to wonder where the throne of Solomon is
to be found. The more we know has not satisfied the longing heart. Perhaps only the fool knows where the
treasure lies. The success of power, control and our many efforts at self-fulfillment, so often seem only as
pieces of a puzzle that we seem so hard to complete. The fool reminds us of the gift of the unknown. The
unknown victories that can’t be controlled or manipulated but only savored as mysteries to be celebrated
rather than problems to be solved.
To a world that would say power and control are the wise tastes to be satisfied, the fool declares that the
sweet taste of service and care are more fulfilling. The wise of the world say take, the fool says give. The
wise love the ego and the fool loves the other. The reasonable one seeks self fulfillment while the fools
finds their true selves only when they give themselves away. The bright and intelligent declare what they
have mastered and known, the fool knows what he doesn’t know and unveils his or her heart to the
mystery of the unknown. The sensible one walks away from the hill of Calvary while the fool walks with
total love and self-giving and becomes one with the “Fool on the Hill”!
Reach not into you pockets but into your hearts. Embrace the Fool’s gold and rejoice because the tears
of April will become the rich harvest of May’s bloom of God’s love.
Happy “fools day” all you Saints. Alleluia!
In His love,
Fr. Bob Oliveira

Deacons and Candidates and their spouses invited

Registere at
https://diocesefr.wufoo.com/forms/deacon-convocation-2022/

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL ACTIVE DEACONS

CEU REPORTS NOW OVERDUE
In order to be considered a deacon in good standing in the Diocese of Fall River,
CEU reports are required yearly of all active deacons.
As Deacons of the diocese of Fall River, we
recognize the need for continuing intellectual,
personal, emotional and spiritual development.
We also understand that noLet
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growth is an integral part of our ministry,
needed to develop a deeper understanding of
self as well as the world around us.
Continuing formation requires daily prayer,
spiritual direction and training courses to
increase understanding of the Catholic faith
and theology. With this in mind, the Fall River
Diocese has established guidelines for the
ongoing formation of Permanent Deacons.
They may be found on the website.

To accomplish the aforementioned, it is the
policy of the Diocese of Fall River that all
permanent deacons given faculties to
minister within the Diocese must complete a
minimum of thirty (30) hours of continuing
formation each year. Only the Co-Directors
of the Permanent Diaconate can give
waiver for these requirements.
These CEU reports are to be submitted
yearly to the Office for the Permanent
Diaconate.
Please take some time now to start pulling
together your CEU hours so that you can
submit the report by the end of January.
Please recall that we moved CEU reporting
to a calendar year (January, 2021 December 2021.
Thank you in advance for your cooperation.

DIACONATE OFFICE PRIORITIES FOR 2022
The Office of the Permanent Diaconate, with the input and support of the
Deacon Council and Wive's Council, has set the following priorities for 2022:

SPIRITUALITY
COMMUNITY/FELLOWSHIP
HOMILETICS
Our planning and programming for 2022 will focus on advancing these priorities.

ARE YOU ALLOWING GOD TO LOVE YOU?

This month's contributor is Alllison Gingras

When I first came back to the Catholic faith, I visited a priest and complained about
how I was trying to follow all the rules of the faith, but I still felt empty. I was praying my
rosary as often as I could; I went to weekly Mass and confession monthly, recited my
prayers, attended Bible study, and volunteered at the church. I thought I had checked all
the right boxes, so why did I still not feel the love of God?
Fr. Joe looked me in the eye and, with the sweetest voice, said, "Allison, when are you
going to allow God to love you?" Well, there's something I hadn't considered. Perhaps,
this obstacle came from my difficult childhood. My dad was a good man who provided
well for his family; however, he didn't show affection. As Fr. Joe and I continued to
converse, I realized I'd allowed those human feelings and emotions to spill into my relationship with God. I
honestly didn't know how to let God love me because I wasn't entirely sure how that felt.
To help me discover the love of God for myself, Fr. Joe instructed me to "sit somewhere in your home, in a
quiet space, and be still. Don't try, don't ask for anything, don't read Scripture, merely sit and listen—pray for
the Holy Spirit to open your heart to receive God's love. But how does one prepare their heart open to be
loved? How would I know when it was?
I sat there for a while, like a really long while. I stared out the window at the clouds, at the heavens thinking
that might help. It didn't. Slowly, I started to remember the one thing my earthly father and I connected with—
NASCAR. It began when I was a little girl, curled up on the couch watching the races together on Sunday
afternoons. I recalled the emotions of those Sundays, recognizing how the comfort, contentment, security, and
simpleness of those shared moments and a love for fast cars were how my father showed me his love.
Suddenly, one of my boys yelled that they needed me. Although part of me wanted to respond, "Hey, don't
you see I'm trying to have a moment with God here—don't bug me," It didn't seem the proper reaction of
someone working to grow to understand God's love. Returning to my cozy spot after taking care of my child's
needs, I instantly returned to that place of peace, safety, and connectedness. It was then that I finally
understood what it meant to be loved by God, the Father Almighty. He is always there, always waiting, always
loving; I didn't have to do anything special, merely be me, and I'd see He is with me in every moment.
So now I ask you, are you allowing God to love you?

CALLING ALL DEACONS - SHARE YOUR MINISTRY
We'd like to feature articles by our deacons in this newsletter each month. If you would like to share a
brief reflection or description of a particular ministry that you are involved in, please let us know and
we'll set aside some space for you.

DEACON MANUAL
The Deacon Manual, developed in conjunction with the Deacon Council has been approved by the Bishop.
There are several changes that were made by the USCCB last summer. The new manual will be distributed at
the Convocation in June.

RETIREMENT FROM THE DIACONATE
A reminder, that when you reach the retirement age of 75, please send your request letter to the directors of the
Office of the Permanent Diaconate and they will send a letter on to the Bishop on your behalf.

The Soul of
Diaconal Ministry:
Union with Christ
SAVE THE DATE
NADD REGION 1 ASSEMBLY 2022
November 11-12, 2022
Southbridge Hotel and Conference Center
Southbridge, MA

Deacon
Dominic Cerrato

Father
Paul Schenck

Deacon
Art Miller

Birthdays
APRIL
James Barrett 9
Brendan Brides 4
Peter Cote 15
Kevin Gingras14
David Harum 29
William Hays 16
Robert Lemay 25
David Murphy 16
Eugene Sasseville 27

We will continue to publish dates as soon as they are
available as requested by the Wive's Council. At their
suggestion, please cut this out and place on your
refrigerator so you won't miss these important events!
CEU Reports Due
Overdue at this point

Convocation
June 11, 2022
Location Holy Trinity Parish
Hall, Fall RIver

Installation to Order of
Acolyte
June 21, 2022
Holy Trinity Parish
Fall River, MA

Advent Day of Reflection
November 19, 2022
Holy Trinity Parish
Fall River, MA

**All in person dates are tentative and depend
on the Covid-19 situation at the time.

Deacon Retreat
September 30-Oct 2, 2022
LaSalette Retreat Center
Attleboro, MA

Prayer Requests
• Marie Guy - wife of Deacon Mike Guy
• Janice Fitzpatrick wife of Deacon John
Fitzpatrick
• Patry Lukac, wife of Deacon Ted Lukac
• Marissa, daughter of Deacon David Boucher
• Michael Wojcik

In Memoriam
Amanda MacLean .. daughter of Dcn and
Gail Brides.

Office of the Permanent Diaconate
Father Robert Oliveira - frboboliveira@frpermanentdiaconate.com
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