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It isn’t uncommon to hear over the nightly news a concern expressed over what the “facts “are,
what is the “truth” of a given situation. In the face of the pandemic we have heard competing
voices in regard to medical care, social distancing, economic relief, school openings and
religious gatherings. Those same voices have also echoed in our liturgical celebrations over the
past several weeks. The beckoning of the great prophets, Isaiah, Amos, Jeremiah, have called
each of us to look critically about who we are, who God calls to be and where we hope to go.
The example of Christ has defined those pathways and given us a model of the compassionate
heart and the truth of His great love. But we all know that love is more than a theory but it is a
constant challenge and call that is renewed each day. The prophet calls us to discern how well
we are living that love in a world of competing voices. I found myself intrigued by the relationship between the
prophets Hananiah and Jeremiah in a recent reading (Jer. 28). Hananiah speaks of peace and restoration, Jeremiah
forewarns of brokenness and hardship. As the story unfolds we are told that the hope of restoration was an illusion
and the truth of the hard journey still needed to be taken. Hananiah told the people what they wanted to hear while
Jeremiah spoke of the truth they needed to hear! What voice will we listen to? We are all called to the task of a
discerning heart. And it begins by standing before the Lord and crying out “speak Lord your servant is listening!” As I
listen to the many voices on social media, I sometimes wonder if we are truly listening! I ponder, to whom are we
listening? Years ago I read of a simple tool that might be used in the process of discernment: STOP! Just like on a
busy street we are called to stop. We stop and look left and right, in front and back and than proceed with caution.
We STOP:
S: Search --- we allow our hearts to question. Search our emotions, situations, experiences, doubts and fears
T: Think --- we use our reason, intelligence and all the creative gifts that God has given us to seek the truth
O: Others --- we listen to others, get advice and counsel, we listen to our community of faith and stand before the
“Other” our God
P: Pray – we stand in our loving relationship and friendship with Jesus and open our hearts to the providence of His
loving presence. Yes so many voices! Let’s pray for the courage to STOP and listen!
In Christ’s love
Fr. Bob Oliveira

New Website
Our new website will be launched in the next several
weeks with enhanced information and capabilities. It will
house a deacon portal with access to all the important
information that our deacons, candidates and wives may
need - including contact lists, access to webinars and
class recordings.
We'll let you know when its ready to welcome you!

CONNECTIONS

Project Connect is a series of programs and
processes which are designed to help us
connecct better to each other.

Senior Deacons
Deacon Joe McGinley, Deacon Advocate, is
launching a program to connect our most senior
deacons with deacons in their area. Please get
involved by signing up or by contacting Deacon
Joe McGinley at
deaconjosephmcginley@frpermanentdiaconate.com

Candidate's Wives Support Team
The team of women who served on the
Aspirancy team will be reaching out to the wives
of candidates and will accompany them through
the next three years of formation as a supportive
link and listening companion.

Connection to Wives
Members of the Wives Council are in the
process of reaching out to the wives of deacons
for input on the various ways we can better
communicate with and support the wives of
deacons and candidates.
At this time, we are reaching out to develop a
contact list for wives so that they may receive

OFFICE CONTACT
As a reminder, the diaconate office email address is
office@frpermanentdiaconate.com. This address is
currently available for your use. The verizon email
address will no longer work. Please make the change in
your address book.
The address remains, Office of the Permanent
Diaconate, 121 Mt Pleasant St., New Bedford, Ma 02740
Thank you!

information directly from the Office of the Permanent
Diaconate. Future newsletters will also have a section
specifically for the women of our community. Finally, a
subgroup of the council is working on various
opportunities for women to gather both virtually and
in-person (when that is possible) for spiritual formation
and/or webinars on topics of interest.

Survey of Deacon's Wives
The wives' Council issued a survey asking for input on
oppportunities for spiritual formation and other
opportunities for wives and widows. The Wives'
Council is now pouring over the results of the survey
for their upcoming meeting.

Gathering of Families
In our continued effort to strengthen the bonds of
community the deacon council is planning a gathering
for families of deacons and candidates in September.
See the ad in this issue of the newsletter.

Widows
The Wives' Council has reached out to all the
widowed wives of deacons in the diocese and will
work to find ways to keep them connected to the
greater community

Communication
You'll note that we have added pages in this
newsletter for spouses and well as on the new
website. Our goal is to continually reach out to the
entirely of the diaconate family in the diocese!

WIVES' COUNCIL
We still have an opening on the Deacon Council from
the Cape Cod Deanery. If you are interested in serving
on the Wive's Council, please drop a line to Deacon
Frank at deaconfranklucca@frpermanentdiaconate.com.

STREAMED CLASSES
Streamed versions of our formation classes will not
be available for the next month or so as we redesign
our website.

C

This year we will follow our newest deacons as they begin their second year of service to God and His church. This month
we welcome Deacon Keith Caldwell of Our Lady of Victory and Our Lady of the Assumption Parishes in Barnstable.

A few weeks after I was ordained, I assisted at my first weekday Mass as a Deacon.
Being Ordinary Time in the liturgical calendar, I brought my green stole with me to the
church. As I entered the sacristy, I noticed the priest's red chasuble hanging there.
Oops. Optional memorial for a martyr. No big deal, I thought. I will simply find a red
deacon stole in the vestry. Except, there were no deacon stoles in the vestry. Fr.
Williams graciously solved the problem with a priest's overlay stole and a safety pin.
And, well, that's exactly what it looked like I was wearing. Lesson learned. Come to
the church with all the colors just in case! Now, in my scramble to be vested properly,
I did not have time to look at the lectionary and general intercessions beforehand.
Luckily, I had spent sufficient time at home preparing the Gospel reading. Because,
little did I know, that the lectionary for daily Mass has smaller print than the lectionary
used for Sunday Mass. In other words, I do not require reading glasses to read the nice large print on
weekends. So, when I got to the ambo, I proclaimed the Gospel through a haze of blurriness. Thank God I was
well prepared and very familiar with the text or else I really would have been in trouble! As I turned to return to
the chair, I caught a glimpse of the little booklet that contained the general intercessions in tiny print. There was
no way I was going to be able to read that without glasses! Throughout Fr. William's brief homily, I was
frantically inventing general intercessions in my head so that I could wing it when the time came. However, to
my surprise - and my relief - the lector, not used to having a deacon at Mass, got up to read the prayers before I
could stand up. Thank the Lord! Lessons learned. ALWAYS have your glasses handy, and ALWAYS have a set
of general intercessions ready to go just in case!
A most salient lesson over the past year has been that there is always more to learn. Thankfully, I work
with two amazing deacons, Jim Barrett and Ted Lukac, the former who was my mentor during formation. These
two fellas have been so generously supportive and patient with the new guy. I can say the same for the priests;
they, too, have been kind and patient with my many questions, and very forgiving of my rookie mistakes!
I have learned that the process of preparing to preach on the Word of God is a journey of discovery and
self-catechesis. Most importantly, I have come to a greater understanding that preaching and homily prep
involve more than Sunday liturgy. The deacon has to be prepared to speak at various liturgies in various settings
- the liturgical seasons, at baptisms, wakes and funerals, weddings, potluck suppers, even on social media!
However, what I have come to realize is that whenever I teach a baptism catechesis class, or give a
presentation at G. I. F. T., or offer a reflection for the Knights of Columbus, or address the confirmation
candidates at rehearsal, I am also preaching. Every time I share my faith with others, every time I speak about
the Church, every time I reflect on Sacred Scripture, every time I tell of God's grace, mercy, and love, I am
preaching.
Finally, I have been starkly reminded that there is change, and there is unusual change. A person of my
years obviously understands that change is inevitable. Some change, though, we anticipate and prepare for;
other changes catch us off guard. I certainly had been prepared for the reality that my life was going to change
once ordained. Likewise, with my assignment to Our Lady of Victory and Our Lady of the Assumption parishes
in Barnstable, I anticipated having to assist many different priests during liturgies. (During my first 12 months as
a deacon I assisted no fewer than 16 priests. It's no secret that Cape Cod is a popular destination for retired
clergy!) However, I did not anticipate the sudden death of my pastor and friend, Father John Perry. And, of
course, I did not in my wildest imagination anticipate ministering during a pandemic.
My ministry has taken me places that have challenged me and awed me, from helping out with prison
Continued on next page
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ministry, to serving as a spiritual director on an ECHO retreat, to baptizing the children of former students, to doing the
wake for the father of a dear friend, to presiding at a memorial service for my beloved aunt, to videotaping Gospel
reflections for the parishes' websites, to leading Rosary and Night Prayer on Facebook Live. I will witness the marriage
of a former student in December, and I look forward to witnessing my son's marriage in September 2021.
So much learning. So much changing. So much of encountering Christ in both simple and profound ways.

- Deacon Keith Caldwell

This month's commentary is by Elizabeth Porter, a member of the Wives' Council
I have been waiting for this day for two weeks…when I decided I would share with you something I have
never shared with anyone before…the reason why I look forward so much to the first day of the
month…I have to tell you this decision to share with you makes today “extra-ordinary”: today is August
1st – today I get to “unwrap” the August edition of “Give Us This Day”. Before I go any further, I need to
tell you this is NOT an endorsement of a specific publication…each of us being unique different ways
work for different people. It’s just that this works for me, so why not share!
I tell you, opening up the booklet for the month is, for me, just like opening a gift. When the booklet is
delivered (which I think it too early, the next month comes within a day or two of the new month, my
thought is: “please let me enjoy this month, it just started!”), I don’t open it, I don’t even look at the
picture on the front OR the back cover. I tuck it away in the bottom drawer in the server. That is best left for next month. I prefer to
let the current month unfold in front of me.
As I write this, I have just opened the August package. The plastic covering has been removed, and I just shredded my address (it is
the 21st century…). What is the cover picture – what am I to learn about the gifts that lay in this booklet over the next thirty-one
luscious days that close out the traditional summer months? July was all about seeds and plants, what are the themes of August?
The cover picture is “Jesus Walking on Water, Contemplating”, by Daniel Bonnell. Hmm… I go next to the calendar pages – what’s
coming our way? The feast days of Sts. John Vianney, Clare, Bernard, Monica and Augustine (just to name a few) …And we also
observe events such as the Transfiguration of the Lord as well as Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary (just to name a few – I don’t
want to ruin it for you), not to mention the Eighteenth to Twenty-second weeks in Ordinary Time.
After drinking this in, I turn to the reflection that kicks off the month. This month’s is about The Morning Bus”. As a mother of four
grown children, I have forgotten that the start of school is around the corner (and I admit, I ponder, will there be school buses this
year?). But the reflection brings tears to my eyes, reminding me of what once was, and, in turn, being grateful for all of it (the good,
the bad, and the ugly). After pausing and soaking it in, I turn the pages to the prayers and blessing (skipping the Teach Us to Pray,
and other major reflection. I do not unpack the opening sections in one day, the words are meant to be savored, so I go back during
the month. By the time I get to the end of the month, I have read it cover-to cover, sometimes ripping pages out to help me on my
path). I don’t read all the prayers, I peruse them, as if a visual snack, those too will wait for the proper time during the month to use.
I am FINALLY able to start morning prayer. I am fortunate today is a Saturday. I get up earlier when the first of the month falls on a
weekday, so I can complete my ritual and not be late for work. Let’s be honest, it is this ritual that gets me through many days. After
I read and reflect on the messages of morning prayer, I read Blessed Among Us: a brief one-pager that shares the story of “ordinary”
people (official and unofficial saints). People I may or may never have heard of, but full of life lessons. Each story leaves me in awe
of the fidelity, faith, strength of “ordinary” people who do extraordinary things. I then move onto the daily mass readings, the
reflection on the readings, with one last pause for me to finish soaking it all in and then, I top all this off with spiritual communion.
Strengthened and refreshed by this spiritual exercise I am off to live “my day” to try to make the world a better place, in my case, on
person at a time. The moral of “my story”? Time well spent in conversation with God is time well-spent. The words are a great
jumping off for reflecting, and listening for the messages from our Savior. If you don’t’ have a daily time carved out, please
considering trying to find out what works for you.
I wish you all a blessed August: it looks like a good month!

Office of Permanent Diaconate, Webinar Series
Join us at 6:30 pm on August 16, 2020 for our Webinar Series on topics of interest to our Deacons
and spouses. If you have any recommendations for topics, please contact us at
office@frpermanentdiaconate.com

A WOMEN'S JOURNEY OF FAITH
with Kathy Splinter
Kathy presented this webinar to the spouses in June
and we thought it would be a good opportunity for
deacons to hear a different perspective!
Join us on August 16 and invited your wives if they were
not able to participate in this webinar last month.
6:30 pm - Evening Pray
6:45 pm - Webinar - A Women's Journey of Faith

Did you miss past webinars?
Watch for the launch of our new website. Those webinars will be posted there
along with the webinars sponsored by the NADD (National Association of Deacon
Directors) Region1.

Monthly, we will introduce you to our current aspirants who will soon be admitted as candidates. This month, we introduce
Tyrone Gonsalves, Corpus Christi Parish in Sandwich, MA.

I was born and raised in a blue-collar household in Taunton Massachusetts. I have
a younger sister. My family experienced upheaval and frequent moves throughout
my childhood, culminating with my parents’ separation when I was in middle
school. My mother, sister, and I lived together through some difficult times, but we
always had a sense that we could get through anything as long as we had each
other. Our extended family is strong. Though my parents did not attend mass
regularly, one moment that taught me the importance of faith was when I found my
mother on her knees, praying by her bedside at a particularly difficult time.
Though I was baptized at St. Anthony’s Parish, Our Lady of Lourdes (OLL) would by my childhood parish,
and Holy Family Parish (HFP) my adult community. There was a time when I stopped going to church. It
was after confirmation (between OLL and HFP.) I didn’t stop out of any dislike for church. Just the
opposite—I found a great sense of peace attending church. I stopped attending church more from inertia.
A missed week became two. It became more and more difficult to go back.
Church and school were significant to me for the caring relationships I experienced in them.
Extracurricular activities like chorus were particularly meaningful. Yet I abandoned these in high school
and concentrated on work. Yard work and a cashier job at Stop &Shop in high school gave way to
housekeeping at Taunton State Hospital in college. After earning a psychology degree at UMass
Dartmouth (then Southeastern Massachusetts University,) I worked as a mental health worker at The
Department of Mental Health (DMH). In all this time I had a constant desire to return to the church and
experience the peace of Christ I had as a boy. The critical moment came when I learned that I would be
an uncle, my sister was expecting my niece and I was to be a godfather.
I became an active member of Holy Family Parish: in the Knights of Columbus and in religious education,
particularly on the confirmation retreat team. It was good to be home. But being home is one thing.
Staying there is another.
I was still single. I didn’t know my vocation. True friends helped me find my way to my vocations. In work,
I became a school psychologist. I have worked for Falmouth Public Schools for more than a decade. I
met and married Suzanne George. Suzanne is an Orthodox Christian who was baptized Roman Catholic.
Our courtship explored the Eastern and Western “lungs” of the faith with frequent attendance at an
Eastern Catholic church in Worcester and months-long St. Paul class at the Peyton Center in Easton. We
married in October of 2008 and were blessed with a beautiful daughter, Miriam, a year later. We have
continued to grow in our relationship with each other, God, and His church over the years. In 2015, we
moved from Taunton to South Plymouth and are parishioners at Corpus Christi Parish in Sandwich.

Watch for registration information soon.
Contact Deacon Gary John at deacongaryjohn@comcast.net with any questions

CALENDAR UPDATES
Admission to Candidacy - 10th
Diaconate Class **
Holy Trinity Church
Fall, 2020

Wives' Council
Thursday, August 13, 2020
Online
Evening Prayer and Webinar
A Women's Journey of Faith
August 16, 2020, 6:30 pm
Online

Deacon Council
Tuesday, August 18, 2020
Online

Day of Recollection – Candidates**
March 20, 2021
Holy Trinity Parish Hall
Deacon Convocation 2021**
April 17, 2021
Holy Trinity Parish Hall

Deacon Retreat 2020 **
LaSalette Retreat Center
October 2-4, 2020

**All in person dates are tentative and depend
on the Covid-19 situation at the time.

Advent Study Day **
November 14 2020
Holy Trinity Parish Hall

Birthdays

NADD Region 1 Assembly
"A New Way to Be Church:
Parish Renewal from the
Outside In"

August
Eduardo Borges 7
Robert Faria 7
Timothy Flaherty 11
Henry Gardyna 4
Charles Gingerich 24
Paul Harney 16
George Hults 1
Arthur LaChance 15
John Moniz 17
Leo Racine 7
Richard Stenberg 24

The 2020 Assembly has been
postponed due to the current situation

New date

November 6-7, 2021

Prayer Requests
Marie Guy - wife of Deacon Mike Guy
Deacon Bob Normandin
Deacon Bob Lorenzo
Carolyn, daughter of Deacon Dominic Messina
Janice Fitzpatrick wife of Deacon John
Fitzpatrick
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