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MEN FOR ALL SEASONS
The summer of 2020 will certainly go down in history! While we face the ongoing challenges of the pandemic, the
opening of the various arenas of our social, financial and religious lives have shed a light of hope in a world
consumed by the shadow of the virus. What remains at the center of that hope is our deep conviction in the One who
has called us to serve. We recently celebrated the memorial of St. Pius X. The motto of Pius “Renew all things in
Christ” might be the shield that we carry in the days ahead. As we develop and use creative tools of evangelization,
the greatest resource isn’t necessarily found in the programs that are offered. The true treasure that satisfies the
longing heart is the person of Christ who has shared His heart of love with us. Yes there are effective tools that
facilitate that relationship, but true affectivity is found “Cor ad Cor Loquitur”, when we enter heart to heart in loving
discourse with the Lord of life. It is in the heartbeat of Christ where renewal and transformation is found. I’m
reminded of the famous “rose windows” of the great cathedrals of the world. The circular stain glass often depicts in
various scenes, all the hustle and bustle of daily commerce and religious life but always in the center of the window is
Christ, often held by Mary. The “boy’s of summer” play to empty stands with cutout figures and piped in spectator
shouts echoing in the background. We are not the boys of summer but we are men for all seasons! We gather not as
spectators nor as cardboard representations but as flesh and blood servants in the heart of Christ. We gather to
celebrate a banquet. We come to participate in the joy of a great wedding feast. We commit ourselves to Christ’s
covenant of love. Now, renewed in Christ, let’s be sure to put on the “wedding garment” and cloth ourselves in
thanksgiving, gratitude, humility and service.

In Christ’s love
Fr. Bob Oliveira

New Website
Our new website will be launched in the next several
weeks with enhanced information and capabilities. It will
house a deacon portal with access to all the important
information that our deacons, candidates and wives may
need - including contact lists, access to webinars and
class recordings.
We'll let you know when its ready to welcome you!



Project Connect is a series of programs and
processes which are designed to help us
connect better to each other.

Senior Deacons
Deacon Joe McGinley, Deacon Advocate, is
launching a program to connect our most senior
deacons with deacons in their area. Please get
involved by signing up or by contacting Deacon
Joe McGinley at
deaconjosephmcginley@frpermanentdiaconate.com

Candidate's Wives Support Team
The team of women who served on the
Aspirancy team will be reaching out to the wives
of candidates and will accompany them through
the next three years of formation as a supportive
link and listening companion.

Connection to Wives
Members of the Wives Council are in the
process of reaching out to the wives of deacons
for input on the various ways we can better
communicate with and support the wives of
deacons and candidates.
At this time, we are reaching out to develop a
contact list for wives so that they may receive

OFFICE CONTACT
As a reminder, the diaconate office email address is
office@frpermanentdiaconate.com. This address is
currently available for your use. The verizon email
address will no longer work. Please make the change in
your address book.
The address remains, Office of the Permanent
Diaconate, 121 Mt Pleasant St., New Bedford, Ma 02740
Thank you!

CONNECTIONS
information directly from the Office of the Permanent
Diaconate. Future newsletters will also have a section
specifically for the women of our community. Finally, a
subgroup of the council is working on various
opportunities for women to gather both virtually and
in-person (when that is possible) for spiritual formation
and/or webinars on topics of interest.

Survey of Deacon's Wives
The wives' Council issued a survey asking for input on
oppportunities for spiritual formation and other
opportunities for wives and widows. The Wives'
Council is now pouring over the results of the survey
for their upcoming meeting.

Gathering of Families
In our continued effort to strengthen the bonds of
community the deacon council is planning a gathering
for families of deacons and candidates in the Spring.
We hope we are able to schedule that. Standby for
information.

Widows
The Wives' Council has reached out to all the
widowed wives of deacons in the diocese and will
work to find ways to keep them connected to the
greater community

Communication
You'll note that we have added pages in this
newsletter for spouses and well as on the new
website. Our goal is to continually reach out to the
entirely of the diaconate family in the diocese!

WIVES' COUNCIL
We still have an opening on the Deacon Council from
the Cape Cod Deanery. If you are interested in serving
on the Wive's Council, please drop a line to Deacon
Frank at deaconfranklucca@frpermanentdiaconate.com.

STREAMED CLASSES
Streamed versions of our formation classes will not
be available for the next month or so as we redesign
our website.





This year we will follow our newest deacons as they begin their second year of service to God and His church. This month
we welcome Deacon Paul Spearin of St Ann's Parish in Taunton, MA.

I was ordained in the ninth diaconate class in May of 2018, I look back with great joy having received God’s blessing of Holy

Orders as a precious gift. His grace has always led me to openly and freely give myself in love and service to God ’s church

and His people.

My discernment for what God was calling me to, began long before the information night at St Mary’s in 2014. Many years

before I heard God’s voice in the silence of a retreat, it gave me the opportunity to be still and listen, the seed of “diakonia”

was planted by the retreat facilitator, you guessed it, a deacon. The last day of the retreat, Deacon John Dennehy from Long

Island New York asked me to read the second reading at Sunday Mass. It was St. Paul to the Romans and the Gospel he

proclaimed was the Prodigal Son. Deacon John and I had a moment together before we each went our separate ways and the

exact words escaped me what he said, but that mustard seed of diakonia was planted in my heart.

I began to openly speak to my family and other parishioners about discerning becoming a Deacon, in my mind, I knew I wasn’t the model or the perfect

candidate for the diaconate, but I had a giant love for the Lord and his people, especially the people on the fringes of society. The Parish where I

belonged, St Ann’s in Raynham was assigned a new Priest who grew up in our Parish and is now our Pastor. I remember his first daily Mass homily, he

spoke about his vocation to the priesthood, how it came from a deacon, his Father. Actually, his father and another gentleman were ordained in the

diaconate 23 years earlier from St Ann’s parish. In his homily that day, he spoke about the call to Holy orders, that God doesn’t call the equipped, God

equips the called. It felt like twenty pounds of fear, brokenness and feeling of being not worthy began to slip away, if God’s will be for me to pursue and

discern the diaconate, let my yes be yes.

I think information night at St Mary’s in New Bedford began with 43 and by the end of the 12 weeks, the group shrank to 15 men. The Aspirency began

that fall and I believe we had 13 in our class. The formation process of the diaconate was the most challenging commitment that helped me better myself

as a person, a husband and a father. The program helped me to grow in my faith and really discover if this call was a call. It challenged me and pushed

me to my academic limits and helped me realize that I love to read.

Formation for me was more than an academic exercise, it was an expansion of faith, the breath of prayer, friendship and sacrifice were the companions of

us all, we went from classmates and became brothers. The road to ordination and the call to Holy Orders had to go through formation. It was all those long

nights after work, the early mornings of study and papers to write, it was the successes and the disappointments that prepared us for the day that we could

freely and wholeheartedly say yes to our Lord, our church, our Bishop and its people.

On May 19th 2018, the Mass of Thanksgiving, my homily opened then, as it does today, it is with great joy, happiness and excitement that I’ve been given

the opportunity to proclaim and preach Jesus Christ from the rooftop of my heart. It is in the act of love and service that we find our call to holiness, a love

that begins with God, to love Him and His people.

Serving as a deacon, assigned in the parish I came from has given me the opportunity to grow with a community that I’m so familiar with. I serve with a

brother deacon, mentor and friend who has guided, modeled and challenged me to grow throughout my formation and now in ordained ministry. I humbly

serve our parishioners under the guidance and leadership of a pastor that embraces the role and importance of deacons, his generosity and openness

allowing the richness of the diaconal ministry to flourish in our parish, that could one day bear fruit in another’s heart. I most enjoy accompanying God’s

people in their different seasons of their lives. Whether it begins with the joy of baptisms, the sadness of a family’s loss during a wake or a funeral, a visit

to someone who is homebound who eagerly awaits your coming, or just the simple ministry to remember someone’s name. There is not one aspect of
ministry that is greater than another, it’s the ability to love and serve for the sake of our Lord.

This coming October, I’m preparing to witness a marriage ceremony, this is the first wedding and last ministry of the newness of ordination. I pray the
newness of diakonia never leaves my heart, that I always enjoy the peace of trusting that God has a plan for each of us. May I never underestimate the
power of God’s word in someone’s heart, something you may say or do. Many years ago, there was a deacon who invited me to God’s word, made some
time for me and helped me to listen to God’s voice. God continues to speak to me in the silence of my heart. Today brother deacons and those discerning
the call to ordination, our call to love in a life of Holiness has great possibilities to change the face of the world one person at a tim

Deacon Paul Spearin



An Authentic Witness in the New Evangelization
Pope St. John Paul II called for a New Evangelization: "The commemoration of the half-millennium of
evangelization will gain its full energy if it is a commitment, not to re-evangelize but to a New Evangelization, new in
its ardor, methods, and expression."

Portraying ourselves as authentic people of faith, whether we are in church, online, or with our friends, family, or co-
workers, should always be of utmost importance. Whether we like it or not, people watch what we do and say—on
the look-out for any perceived missteps, either to call us out or even worse, to use as an excuse to criticize or even
leave the Church. It is not about projecting some unachievable perfection, like the Pharisees. Our call is to fidelity—

to be faithful witnesses to the Gospel, always pointing to Christ, while being honest about our faith journeys. A witness to triumph and
struggle, hope and doubts, prayer and pain.

The New Evangelization reaches out to the baptized, the fallen away or lukewarm, in new and creative ways. In boldness, we pray, as
Jeremiah did, for the words to share our story of faith. What brought us to the Foot of the Cross and now spurs us to continue to be a
disciple.

Many years ago, I abandoned my faith. It was a simple succession of invitations from faithful women, which stirred my heart not only to
revisit the faith but to go deeper than I would have ever imagined. Through retreats, conferences, Bible study, and women's book clubs, I
discovered Scripture and the Catholic Church's beautiful traditions, which completely transformed my life. Although I knew something was
missing during those days away, had those women not stepped out in faith to extend the love of Christ, I may never have discovered that
missing piece was Christ and His incredible Church.

Here are a few ideas to be a woman in the new evangelization:

1. Study the Scriptures and every aspect of the Catholic faith. Create (or find) opportunities to invite others to join you. Once I started to
learn the truth and beauty of having a relationship with Jesus, my heart burned with a desire to share this message—the Good News—with
others.

2. Share your faith online with compassion and charity. Offer encouragement through saint quotes and Scripture verses. Lead others gently
to the faith by sharing Mass times, especially links to virtual Masses. Post Catholic events, blogs, and homilies. If we do everything with a
heart towards sharing the love of Christ and the hope we have found in Him, our social media will come naturally and open up unexpected
pathways of evangelizing the faith. However, this particular evangelization field requires a delicate balance of mastering time and place, as
well as witness vs. teaching.

3. Most importantly, have fun and be creative. Deacon Kevin and I found after Lent, our Friday Stations of the Cross Facebook live
participants dwindled. Aware people were eager to connect yet unsure how to engage people virtually, we prayed for some inspiration and
came up with hosting Friday Night Catholic Trivia. Using BeLive.TV, our Parish Facebook group, and a simple twelve question Google slide
presentation, we engaged with new and old friends. So inspired by this idea, we will begin to produce The Catholic Trivia Podcast via
Breadbox Media in the fall.

The ways to evangelize are endless. The new evangelization will look differently for everyone. Bring your heart's desires and petitions to
prayer, be bold and open to how you could be an authentic witness of faith. I personally cannot wait to witness how the Lord moves your
hearts

Visit Allison's website - https://reconciledtoyou.com

This month's commentary is by Allison Gingras



Several members of the Deacon Council and the Wives' Council have
completed their term. We are extremely grateful to them for all of their
work, insight and dedication that has helped up move ahead with our
office planning.

Over the last few years, members of the Councils have been instrumental
in developing the strategic plan for the Office of the Permanent
Diaconate. Many of the identified needs and issues have been met.

DEACON AND WIVES' COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP UPDATE

Deacon Council members completed their term:
Deacon David Boucher
Deacon Gary Porter
Deacon John Foley

Wives' Council members completed their term:
Elizabeth Porter

Deacon Council
Deacon Keith Caldwell
Deacon Robert Craig
Deacon Gary Donahue
Deacon Gary John
Deacon Paul Levesque
Deacon Joseph McGinley - Deacon Advocate
Deacon Del Molloy

Kathleen Craig
Barbara-Anne Foley
Carol Levesque
Marsha Murphy
Joanne Regali
One open positon (Cape Cod Deaneries)

FALL SEMESTER FORMATION CLASSES AVAILABLE
Candidate Formation classes for the Fall semester are Old Testament and Sacramental Theology. These
classes are being held virtually.
All deacons and wives are welcome to view these classes when posted. We are in the process of finalizing
the new website and all classes will be posted there. CEU credits are offered for viewing the classes.
When the new website is launched, simply click on DEACON PORTAL and select CLASS RECORDINGS
under MULTI-MEDIA tab. We expect the last semester classes and the current semester classes to be
available shortly.

2020/2021 COUNCIL MEMBERS
Wives' Council

UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION
We have been updating information for all deacons, wives and widows. We will be posting information to
the website under the password protected Deacon Portal. Please take a few minutes to update your
information when you receive the form. Please update the office when changes are made.

On the last page of this newsletter you will find information on Women's Bible Study programs that Wives'
Council member has provided. All are invited to attend. In addition some Wives' are participating in Walking
with Purpose sponsored by St Mary's Dartmouth. Some Book Club offerings will be coming in the next
several months...so stay tuned.

OTHER PROGRAMS FOR WIVES'



September

Gary John 1
Joseph Mador 26
William Martin 17
Douglas Medeiros 11
Steven Minninger 31
George Zarella 5

Prayer Requests
Marie Guy - wife of Deacon Mike Guy
Deacon Bob Normandin
Deacon Bob Lorenzo
Carolyn, daughter of Deacon Dominic Messina
Janice Fitzpatrick wife of Deacon John
Fitzpatrick
Deacon Eduardo Pacheco

CALENDAR UPDATES
Admission to Candidacy - 10th
Diaconate Class **
Holy Trinity Church
October 27, 2020

Deacon Retreat 2020 **
LaSalette Retreat Center
Postponed

Advent Study Day **
November 14 2020
Holy Trinity Parish Hall

Day of Recollection –
Candidates**
March 20, 2021
Holy Trinity Parish Hall

Deacon Convocation 2021**
April 17, 2021
Holy Trinity Parish Hall

**All in person dates are tentative and
depend on the Covid-19 situation at the
time.

BirthdaysNADD Region 1 Assembly
"A New Way to Be Church:
Parish Renewal from the

Outside In"
The 2020 Assembly has been

postponed due to the current situation

New date
November 6-7, 2021

121 Mt Pleasant Street
New Bedford, MA 02740

Ph: (508) 990-0341
E: office@frpermanentdiaconate.com
Fax: 508 673 5518

Office of the Permanent Diaconate
Father Robert Oliveira - frboboliveira@frpermanentdiaconate.com

Deacon Frank Lucca - deaconfranklucca@frpermanentdiaconate.com

Diocesan Co-Directors

Deacon Joseph McGinley - deaconjosephMcginley@frpermanentdiaconate. com

Deacon Advocate

Jackie Collins - office@frpermanentdiaconate.com

Administrative Assistant

Couples Retreat**
August 20-22, 2021
Miramar Retreat Center
Duxbury, MA

NADD Region 1 Assembly**
November 6-7, 2021
Southbridge Conference Center
Southbridge, MA



Wives' Council Wives' Council

Women’s Bible Study 

Are you looking to explore scripture more deeply? 

Would you like to magnify God’s role in your life? 

Are you interesting in meeting other women who would like to do the same?  

We welcome you to join us from the comfort of your own home for our 
weekly meetings where we will delve into the Gospel of Mark and how his 

words relate to our lives today! 

All meetings will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning September 15th 
from 6:15 pm to 7:30 pm via the Zoom platform until such a time as we 

allowed to gather in person. 7KLV�ILUVW�VHVVLRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�PHHW�	�JUHHW�
LQIRUPDWLRQDO�HYHQLQJ�� 

Please feel free to invite a friend! You do not need to be a member of 
Transfiguration of the Lord Parish to participate! 

To register, or for more information, please feel free to contact -RDQQH�5HJDOL
M

(508)��������� or MRDQQH�UHJDOL#\DKRR�FRP

We hope you will join us! 

Please keep your eye on the bulletin for other Women’s Groups running concurrently that may 
better suit your needs and schedule!  

Wives' Council


